
 

 

Back in 1995, the Women’s Center started a small 
Boutique in a small, unused space at its Front Street 
building for the residents of Harbor House.  Commu-
nity members donated clothing, supplies, hygiene 
products, and household goods so that clients could 
use these resources to assist them in getting situated 
again.  Soon after, the program expanded to selling 
repurposed items to the public, while still offering cli-
ents resources. All proceeds from the store went to the 
Women’s Center.  
 
Fast forward twenty-five years and you can see how 
Pak Ratz has grown into one of the most popular and 
affordable resale shops in the Upper Peninsula. Initial-
ly, the shop was cramped into such a small space that 
there was no room for growth. Eight years after its in-
ception, it made the move to a larger space in the 
Women’s Center building when it took over what was 
previously the Johnson Printing space on the southeast 
side. From there, 
it moved into the 
back of the build-
ing in 2006, the 
space that was 
once used for bin-
go gaming and 
where it resides 
today. 
 
Today, Pak Ratz 
has two full time 
employees, Nikki 
and Brie, and one 
part-time employ-
ee, Deb, as well 
as two dedicated 
volunteers, Sha-

ron and Gail, 
who assist with 
operations. Our 
community sup-
ports our store 
with many won-
derful donations 
of clothing, 
shoes, accesso-
ries, household 
goods, and furni-
ture, as well as 
books, craft sup-
plies and other 
items. Thanks to 
the creativity of 
our shop staff, 
Pak Ratz makes 
good use of its 
space with well-
designed dis-
plays.  
 
When you donate or shop at Pak Ratz, you are giving 
back to our community because all of its net proceeds 
go back into supporting WC domestic and sexual vio-

lence programs and Harbor 
House. Our current clients 
receive vouchers they can 
use for shopping for need-
ed clothing and household 
goods as well.  
 
That makes Pak Ratz a 

gem of a resale shop! 

 

Stop in and meet our crew! 

 
Pak Ratz Hours:  
M- F 10am to 5pm 
Saturday 11am to 4pm
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  Thanks to the Victim of Crime Act (VOCA) money from the State of Michigan, we 
have had a number of exciting additions at the Women’s Center since September.  In the 
winter of 2019, we formally requested about $60,000 in improvements to our organization 
that benefit clients, as well as staff who serve clients. 
 
VOCA passed in 1984 under President Ronald Reagan and created the VOCA Fund to be 

a protected and dedicated source of funding for crime victim programs. The VOCA Fund does not depend on 
taxpayer dollars – it is derived from fines and penalties on offenders at the federal level.  
 
High on our list of needed items were new security cameras, panic buttons for staff and a front door buzzer 
system at the shelter. We also needed to install a security system with cameras, a more secure front entrance, 
and panic buttons for staff at our main office building on S. Front Street where Women’s Center administra-
tion, legal advocacy and sexual assault staff offices are located. We were able to do both, making our clients 
and staff feel much safer.  There have been many times in the past when our office on Front Street has had to 
go on a “lock down” status with law enforcement because of threats from the public. That is the world we 
deal in, unfortunately. 
 
We were able to purchase the remaining mattresses we needed for the shelter (ours were old), a new furnace 
for the shelter, a new printer/scanner for the shelter offices, 16 locked storage units for shelter residents to use 
to store items at Harbor House, and a new television for the children’s room. 
 
VOCA funds also paid for an IT infrastructure addition - none of our work computers were networked. Now, 
all of our computers can access our new server and files, no matter where they are located. When you have 
four office locations, this is heaven to have the ability to share files. 
 
We also purchased a new database for our operations. You probably did not know that we have been doing all 
client notes and reporting manually, on hard copy. This is a upgrade for us, allowing us to capture infor-
mation in a secure and efficient manner. We are finally in the 21st century! 

Beth Casady 
Executive Director 
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It is well known that our surroundings affect our well being and how we feel and think about ourselves. We had quite a 

pick me up in November when one of our long-time supporters, Esther Koivisto, called and said she wanted to provide 

a gift of new furniture to the Women’s Center for our client 

waiting area at our Front Street location. 

We have always outfitted our offices with hand me down fur-

niture – nothing wrong with that, but what a joy to receive this 

wonderful gift  The new furniture is so inviting and comforta-

ble for our clients. 

Esther had us work with Carol Shunk at Shunk Furniture. 

Shunk’s provided a very generous discount and we were able 

to get a new love seat and two new comfortable chairs to wel-

come our clients while they wait.  Thanks Carol and  Carl 

Shunk! 

What a wonderful holiday gift for our staff and clients! We 

thank both Esther and the Shunk’s for this special gift! 

R E C E P T I O N  A R E A  U P - D AT E D  
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The issue of trading sex for housing and basic needs is some-

times referred to as "survival sex” and it is not new. Many 

intimate or non-intimate partner abuse victims become pre-

cariously housed after an assault and then find themselves 

being preyed upon and coerced into unwanted sexual acts in exchange for a place to sleep or for food and 

clothing. Many of these cases are never reported because either the survivor does not see this type of exploi-

tation as a crime, or they worry that reporting it will make their current circumstances worse. In other cases, 

survivors are intimidated into thinking that no one in law enforcement will believe them. Or worse, that law 

enforcement will see them as somehow committing a crime instead of seeing them as the victim of one.  

The issue of “survival sex” is part of the larger issue of sex/human trafficking here in Michigan and the na-

tion. Advocates at the Women’s Center hear from survivors of domestic and sexual violence that this is hap-

pening locally or has happened to them in the past. While it is not a new concern, it is one the Women’s Cen-

ter advocates have seen increasing in recent years.  

Advocates suggest that sexual predators often look to exploit their victim’s poverty or addiction in order to 

exert control over them and prevent them from going to authorities. Sexual predators seek out vulnerable 

people; poverty and addiction increases vulnerability. The fact that few sexual predators are facing prosecu-

tion for similar acts points to both deficiencies in the state’s sexual assault/human trafficking laws and barri-

ers that victims face in coming forward to report these types of crimes. 

 The combination of sexual predators looking for 

vulnerable victims to exploit and the lack of safe and 

affordable housing in the Upper Peninsula creates an 

environment that is ripe for sexual assault to occur. 

These survivors are often struggling to meet their 

basic needs such as housing, food and employment. 

In order to raise public awareness about sex traffick-

ing and warn young men and women of the risks of 

being trafficked, the Women’s Center would like to 

reach out to the community, churches, health care 

providers, and all other agencies that would like to 

find out more about how they can recognize the in-

dicators of sex trafficking and what they can do to 

assist stopping it.  

Our goal is to educate those who are in positions 

that may encounter these victims how to identify 

and assist them to help end this horrible crime.  

 
 
Michelle Fortunato 
Sexual Assault Program Coordinator  

WHAT IS SURVIVAL SEX? 
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O U R  S P E C I A L  S U P P O R T E R S  

Alger Marquette Medical Society  

Cale/Anytime Fitness ~ Marquette  

Repeater Press designed  

and sold a  calendar just for the 

Women’s Center 

Beth Milner Jewelry  
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THANKS TO OUR 

MANY COMMUNITY DONORS! 

Anytime Fitness ~ Harvey 

DTE Foundation 

Foroulis Foundation 

Incredible Bank  

The Women’s Center could not fulfil our Mission  

without your support. 

UP-COMING EVENTS TO SUPPORT 

THE WOMEN’S CENTER! 

 

              JUNE ~ 100 Good Men    
           Campaign 
 
 

   JULY ~ Color Run 
 
 

 AUGUST ~ Classic Cars  
                      on Third 
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WIESE APPOINTED TO BOARD  

OF MICHIGAN DOMESTIC &  

SEXUAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

& TREATMENT BOARD 

Marquette County Prosecutor, Matt Wiese, was ap-

pointed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer in Novem-

ber to the Board of the Michigan Domestic and Sexu-

al Violence Prevention and Treatment Board 

(MDSVPTB). 

 

The MDSVPTB coordinates and monitors programs 

and services for the prevention of domestic and sexu-

al violence and the 

treatment of victims 

of domestic and sexu-

al violence. The 

Board administers 

grants awarded under 

the Violence Against 

Women Act, the 

Family Violence Pre-

vention and Services 

Act, and other gov-

ernmental and non-

governmental grants. 

 

Wiese has a long history of supporting domestic and 

sexual violence victims with his service record. He 

also instituted the Blueprint for Safety project with 

Marquette County and the Women’s Center. The 

Blueprint for Safety in Marquette County is in its 

fourth year of implementation. He also serves as a 

peer review consultant for the Office on Violence 

Against Women and as a consultant with Minnesota 

Program Development, Inc., where he trains law en-

forcement and prosecutors on developing investiga-

tion and prosecution techniques for domestic vio-

lence cases.  

 

Wiese has been instrumental in establishing the new-

ly opened Superior Child Advocacy Center in Mar-

quette for youth affected by child abuse and sexual 

violence Wiese is appointed to represent individuals 

who have experience in an area related to the prob-

lems of domestic violence and/or sexual violence, for 

a term commencing December 5, 2019 and expiring 

December 4, 2022. ~ Congrats to Matt! 

WAYS TO DONATE 

Donate by Phone or Mail 

Please contact (906) 225-1346 during office hours 
(9am – 5pm EST) if you would prefer to make your 
credit card gift by phone.  We accept Visa, Master-
Card, American Express and Discover.  If you prefer 
to mail in a check or cash donation, please mail in 
your contribution to: 
Women’s Center 
1310 S. Front Street 
Marquette, MI, 49855 
  
Donate Stock or Securities 

You may make a gift in the form of stocks, bonds, 
IRAs distributions or mutual funds. There may be tax 
benefits to making these gifts directly to the Wom-
en’s Center.  Please call 906-225-1346 and speak to 
Executive Director, Beth Casady, or email execu-
tivedirector@wcmqt.org.   
  
Memorial and Honor Gifts 

There are many options for leaving a lasting legacy 
through your will, estate, or long-term financial 
plans.  Please contact Beth Casady, Executive Direc-
tor to start a conversation about how this giving op-
tion can work for you.   Call 906-225-1346, est. 210 
or email executivedirector@wcmqt.org for more in-
formation. 
  

Gifts In Kind 

If you are looking to donate anything other than cash, 
please contact Beth Casady, Executive Director, to 
talk further about your donation. Please call 906-225-
1346, est. 210 or email executivedirec-
tor@wcmqt.org for more information. 
  
Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile is a great way for you to support a 
charitable organization every time you shop on Ama-
zon! 
When shopping on Smile.Amazon.com, support the 
Women’s Center by searching for "Womens Center 
Inc” for Marquette MI." When you choose our organ-
ization, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible Ama-
zonSmile purchases.  
Follow the link to get started: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/38-2340624   

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 

Women’s Center 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Abigail Kaufmann Wyche/President, NMU  

Dept Head/Social Work 

John Centko/Vice President, Dept. Head for Technology &  

Occupational Sciences NMU 

Peggy  Jensen/Secretary, Purchasing Management, Ret 

Dennis Roubal/Treasurer, Financial Planner 

Lucy Grove/Vice-President HR, Range Bank 

JoAnne Garrow/MSW, Mental Health Therapist-Child & Ad-

olescent Health Center for Marquette Area Public Shools 

Mary Sullivan, Music Therapist, ret. 

Marlene Mottes, Alger County Resident 

Greg Eckert/Mason, ret. 

 
STAFF 

Beth Casady, MPA, Executive Director 

Gail Rinaldi, Finance Manager  

Alisha Young, MA, Program Director 

Michelle Fortunato, SA Program Coordinator  

Kristin Olson, MA DV Program Coordinator 

Stacey Wardowski, Alger Advocate 

Christy Phillips, Sawyer Advocate 

 

Newsletter Printed and Mailed Thanks to a Generous Donor 
Editor ~ Peggy Jensen  

Gail Albright 

Eliza Annelin 

Vicki Ballas 

Nancy Barnes 

Cynthia Benson 

Cori Bodeman 

Nichole Brownell 

Claire Clifton  

Marcia Cox 

Katie Deaver 

Lynne DeRoche 

Sandy Ehlert 

Sharon Ely 

Sydney Fisher 

Zoe Folsom 

Miranda Gohlke 

Ashton Guidebeck 

Abbey Helippi 

Taylor Honkala 

Emmalee Houle 

Peggy Jensen 

Helen Kahn 

Candi Kjellin 

Anna Knight 

Haley Landon 

Carol Margri 

Mary Martin 

Pam Miller 

Deb Molitor 

Maggie Morgan 

Lexi Pettengill 

Debbie Potts 

Sarah Redmond 

Beth Roberts 

Gale Rodgers 

Ashley Saari 

Bugsy Sailor 

Emily Skellenger  

Alexis Thierry 

Haley Thomas 

Jessica Thompson 

Ashleigh Underwood 

Amanda Waniolek 

Ruth Watry 

Nancy White 
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Shelter Clients:  
144 – 2 Men, 87 Women, 55 Children 
 
Shelter Nights:  
2617 (795 for children) – equivalent of 7 
people in the shelter daily 
 
DV Outreach Clients:  
349 – 283 Women, 11 Men, 55 Children 
 
SA Outreach Clients:  
147 – 117 Women, 4 Men, 26 Children 
 
Total DV and SA Clients: 640 
 
Calls into our 24/7 Crisis Line: 

Domestic Violence Crisis: 2400 
Sexual Assault Crisis: 451 
Sexual Assault Response Team: 73 
Domestic Violence Assault Team: 169 

 
Where were our clients from? 
76% Marquette County 
6% Alger County 
18% Other  

WOMEN’S CENTER  

statistics 

FY 1919 



 

 

24/7 Toll Free Support Line: 1-800-455-6611 
Website: www.wcmqt.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Womens-Center-Inc 
PakRatz 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Pak-Ratz-Resale 

Women’s Center 
1310 S. Front Street, 
Marquette, MI 49855 
906-225-1346 
 

SERVING MARQUETTE & ALGER COUNTIES  

WOMEN’S CENTER 
1310 S. Front Street 
Marquette, MI  49855 
Office Hours: 
9:00-5:00pm Mon-Fri 
906.225.1346 
 

HARBOR HOUSE 
Open 24 hours/day 
24/7 Support Line: 
906.226.6611 
or 1-800.455.6611 
 
 

ALGER COUNTY OFFICE 
Munising Central Comm. Ctr.  
413 Maple Street  
Munising, MI 49862 
Office Hours:  
9:00-3:00pm Mon-Fri 
906.387.4554/906.250.2595 

SAWYER OFFICE 
Gwinn, MI  49841 
Office Hours: 
9:00-5:00pm Mon-Fri 
906.346.2134 
906.869.4549 


