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_____OCTOBERIS _ Domestic Violence in Rural Areas

People living in abusive domestic violence (DV) relationships in rural
areas, such as ours, have hardships when it comes to getting help. Mar-
quette County is the largest county in the state of Michigan, comprising
1,821 square miles. Alger County comprises 918 square miles. The vast,
remote rural areas of each county lend itself to isolation and an array of
barriers for survivors of domestic violence to seeking services.

* Over 25% of women who live in rural, isolated areas live more than 40 miles away from their closest
DV program.

e Access to transportation is limited and poses a significant barrier.

* According to the American Society of Addiction Medicine, DV co-occurs with substance use 40-60%
of the time.

e Lack of anonymity in small communities affects survivors reporting abuse.

* Lack of access to safe child care and support services for the children of survivors affects getting help.

e Access to legal representation for divorce, child custody and parenting time is limited.

e Rural communities often lack the resources to address the needs of survivors.

e Survivors express challenges and barriers in obtaining medical care.

* Obtaining employment or attending college classes most often becomes impossible for survivors to sustain.
e Survivors often encounter housing barriers that render them ineligible for safe and affordable housing.

At the Women’s Center we are continually challenged with reaching people living in intimate partner violent
relationships that need our assistance. We have resources for survivors and their children. Our services are free and
confidential. We do not make decisions for people, we give them the knowledge they need to make their own
decisions. Empowerment.

Our task to providing services is quite different from providing the same services in urban areas. It is hard to reach
isolated individuals. We know that people living in rural, isolated communities report a higher prevalence of DV
(22.5% compared to 15.5% in urban communities).

That is why we need your help to get the word out about our services, especially during this month, Domestic
Violence Awareness Month (DVAM). Give us a call at 906-225-1346 and we will gladly give you brochures to take
a friend, your church, your gym, or any place. We have, through out this newsletter, ways you can participate in
DVAM to help promote the Women’s Center. Domestic Violence is a community issue, not just the Women’s Cen-
ter’s issue or someone else’s. It affects our society as a whole.

Conneclion ig w‘u(, we're here; i iy whal gues purpoge ouw(

w\wx\u\ﬁ‘fb our ﬂw%. — Brent Brown
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This past summer was a whirlwind for us. We have six contracts with the state that pri-
marily pay salaries and benefits for staff that work directly with survivors, offer some
specific assistance for survivors, provide some shelter expenses, support staff mileage
for work, pay for a little staff training, and that is about it. We had to recontract for four
of those. Then, for the first time since 2015, the State of Michigan issued an RFP for
domestic violence services in Michigan which combined four funding sources. It was
very interesting!

The Women’s Center submitted a bid in response to the State of Michigan Division of
Victim Services’(DVS) DV RFP with a request for more funding for domestic violence
services in Alger and Marquette Counties. Working with our new Program Director, Hannah Holma, and our DV
Program Coordinator, Kim Kruhlik, both recent graduates of NMU’s MSW program and both are now LLMSW’s,
we shifted a bit on how we can provide immediate therapy services to domestic violence survivors. Both of these
professionals can provide these services. This makes a huge difference in the lives of the people we serve. Behav-
ioral health services are extremely hard for lower income persons, and those in rural areas, to access. That is our
experience here in the Upper Peninsula.

We also see, on a regular basis, co-occurring substance abuse with DV survivors. That is a reality in our world.
Having Kim and Hannah with their expertise in addiction counseling to lead the DV team is a plus for our organi-
zation. Our bid did score high (it was a competitive statewide bid), but with many changes within DVS, the state
agency that oversees domestic and sexual violence agencies in Michigan, and their federal funding sources, we
actually received cuts in funding. It was not just our agency, it was across the state. Most of this was the Victim of
Crime Act (VOCA) funding that has fallen. All I can say is, IT’S COMPLICATED. (Feel free to call me for de-
tails!)

The reality is, we had to make cuts to the DV budget to the tune of $189,000 for the upcoming fiscal year that
starts October 1. We are committed not to cut staff or programing. We eliminated two positions that were open
and not filled. Like the rest of the nation, it has been hard to fill positions as they have become open with qualified
staff.

We simply will need to raise more money. And we will do it, we will survive. So please continue to support us.
Gender-based violence has never been so prevalent in our society as we are seeing now. We need your continued
support. Thank you so much for all you do for us — we cannot do what we do without you.

Beth Casady

Executive Director

A Simplc Gift
Changcs Lives

A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of an advisor, you can include language
in your will or trust specifying a gift be made to family, friends and The Women’s Center. It’s as
easy as: "I, [name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise and bequeath to the Women’s Center [written
amount or percentage of the estate] for its unrestricted use in changing the lives of vulnerable women
and their children." It’s best to include our Tax ID number as well, which is 38-2340624.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

OCTOBER 1981

The National
Coalition Against
Domestic Violence
(NCADV) observes
their first Day of
Unity, intended to
bring together
advocates from
across the nation.

OCTOBER 1989

The U.S.Congress
passes a public law
proclaiming
October to be
National Domestic
Violence
Awareness Month.
The same
legislation has
passed every year
since then.

OCTOBER 1987

NCADV and
domestic violence
resource centers
all around
the country
begin to dedicate
the entire month
of October to
domestic violence
awareness.

HOW CAN | SHOW MY SUPPORT

DURING NATIONAL DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH?

» attend local Domestic Violence Awareness

Month events -- happening all over the country!

» share your support on your social media
» donate to or volunteer for your local domestic

violence resource center

MEET
OUR NEW

PROGRAM
DIRECTOR!

My name is Hannah Holma and I am the new
Program Director at the Women’s Center. |
have been a social worker in the community
for over six years. I began my career as a sub-
stance abuse counselor and through that,
worked with many survivors of intimate part-
ner violence and sexual assault.

While working as a clinical social worker, I re-
alized I needed to do more to be able to help
the people I serve. This led me to seek my
Master’s Degree in social work. Through my
time in graduate school, I realized much of my
passion lies in systems change, so a career
change ensued.

When the opportunity to take the position as
the Program Director came, I jumped on it. |
could not believe that the work I am passionate
about, coupled with the ability to do both
micro and macro social work, was falling into
my lap.

I come into the agency with a philosophy that
includes creating an inclusive, safe place for
everyone, knowing that communication is key
in any agency, and wanting to develop new,
survivor-centered programming. As a part of
the leadership team, my approach is best sum-
marized by the late, great Ruth Bader-Gings-
burg: “Fight for the things you care about, but
do it in a way that will lead others to join you.”
I’m am so grateful to be a part of the Women’s
Center team and look forward to creating
change!

YOU ARE
NOT ALONE

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

Fall 2021




Friday, October 15
Ribhbons and Pinwheels to Promote Domestic Violenoa Ssareness Moanth

Monday, October 4th:
Stay in the know, Entouraging the community to check our social media Sites and learm
about domestic violence and how they can support SUNEWOES

Tuesday, Ocbober Sth:
Listen, communicate, and educate individuals in the commu iy by visiting and
participating at our displays at local libraries

Wednesday, Octaber 6th

Shop for a Cause- Show your support by shopping at Pak Ratz- Enberto win a Gift
Certificate

Thursday, October Tth
Social Media Event

"Reader With a Cause™- join the book club sponsored by #National Nebwerk t6 End
Domestic Violence Home Page - hitpso//NNEDVISEE

Friday, October 8th:
Donuts against Domestic Violence: Visit your local Huron Mountain Balkery to order
some delicious baked goods. 50% of all sales on this date will be donated to the
Women's Centes

Sunday, October 10th-Octolisr 158
Post it Purple: Wear purple toSuppart survivors and victims of domestic violence

tunday Dotober 17th-October 22nd:
Mo More/This is DV- Fill out one or both signs and postit oo The Women's Center and to

your own social media to share DV awareness. https.//nowrsong
Monday, Octaber 25th
Morthern Michigan University Event

MMLU students wear all purple this day to raise awareness for domestic violESRoE

Tuesday, October 26th
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Women’s Center




HARBOR HOUSE THANKYOU

Our shelter has been full for months
now with many children and their
mothers. One cute little boy and his
mom made our shelter staff a cake
in late June- how cute is this?!? This
is how we are rewarded - by this
sweetness that just makes you smile
from ear to ear.......

i\

CELEBRATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH WITH US AT

DONUTS
AGAINST

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

OCTOBER IS | NEED HELP,
BUT | DON'T

domestic violence LR
awareness month START

The Steinhaus Restaurant
Supports

n“ Esrlc The Women’s Center
vlnlE.cE in October during DVAM

Hosted by Huron Mountain Bakery Net profit for the day on

Wednesdays in October go
to The Women'’s Center.

OCTOBER 8TH
7AM-7PM Support us by eating

@ Proceeds from the event go to support H good food!
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you
& Logan for
&= honoring us

S| Harvey non-
4 profit dona-
tion for the
month of
September!

Mitchell & Michell: Last spring, Mitchell & Michell were 5th grade students at Ne-
gaunee Middle School who came up with a project that impacts their community in a
positive way. With COVID, the boys wondered how those struggling right now get fun
masks and sanitizers. They made kits that include a mask with a UP emblem, some
masks that are tie-dyed, a pocket sized hand sanitizer and a new pair of socks. They
donated these to the Women's Center, along with large bottles of hand sanitizer for
our buildings. How thoughtful of them and creative - it makes our hearts feel good to
see this in our youth - thank you Mitchell and Michell! You are heroes in our book!

Social Justice
Jfor Us presented
the Women’s
Center Program
Director,
Hannah Holma,
with a check to
support services ”
for DV and SA |__/
survivors. |

NMU PRSSA Coffee

Bay College Crawl 1: In the spring,

RN Students NMU’s PRSSA held its
delivering annual Coffee Crawl
supplies to during sexual assault

"W\ Harbor awareness month.
| House. They raised $4,500 for
the Women’s Center!

(lal(sun,é.uppmtrrw}zmuupm&ﬂdz,%ml
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As a memorial to Jessica Drummond, who lost her
life to domestic violence on November 26, 2015,
along with her dear friend, Brody Dagenais, her
mother, Tammy Dupras, step father, Bill Dupras, sis-
ter Jessica Darcy, owner of Third Base Bar, hold an
annual car show, Classic Cars on Third with the sup-
port of the Marquette Downtown Development Ass-
cociation. Their love of cars has turned into an annual
benefit for The Women’s Center. They think it is a fit-
ting way to honor Jessica and her life.

“We tried to think of something to do, to not forget
about Jessica. We took a love of our cars and every-

po
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Left to right: Rebecca Finco, DDA; Beth Casady, WC, Tammy

and Bill Dupras; Tara Laase-McKinney, DDA.

one else’s and just tried to pull it together, see what
would happen. And we’ve had so much support, so
many contributions — it’s just amazing. Small commu-
nity pulling together, because everybody’s was hurt-
ing. But, it’s all good,” said Tammy.

One hundred and thirty six cars lined Third Street
from Park to Hewett Street on Saturday, August 21
with more than twenty-six local businesses as spon-
sors. Hundreds of people walked up and down Third
Street. This year, the show raised more than $16,000
for The Women's Center.

a

=\

In Remembrance

This year has been a hard one for Q
many of us with our own personal l
losses. Here at The Women’s Center
we mourn the loss of long time

supporters Rod Aldrich and Bill and

Kathy Davis. The Marquette com-
munity has lost three of its finest

individuals.

Hard to believe that the year end holidays
are three months away. We are already gear-
ing up for Adopt A Family. We will be look-
ing for people to adopt families for the
holiday. Please call us at the beginning of
November at our main office 906-225-1346
if you’d like to adopt. Our families are not
just at the shelter but are also our outreach
clients in Alger and Marquette Counties.




Thank you to our supporters and to
the Mining Journal
Serving Marquette & Alger Counties

WOMEN’S

~ www.wcmqt.org ~
“LIKE US” on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram

Center

Rich Alholm
Benjamin Andrus
Paul Aresenault
Guido Arquilla
Mike Bath

David Blondeau
Michael Broadway
Howard Broemer
Elizabeth Bussiere
David Campana
Jim Cantrill

Mark Canale

Dr. John Cenkto
Howard Cohodas
Mike Conley

In Honor of:

Ken Davenport
Mike DeMarinis
John A. Diddams
Tom Dubow
Michael Duscay
Fritz Erickson
Lincoln Frazier
Polly Friend
Richard Goodney
Richard Gray
Tim Greele
Andrew G. Griffin
Bob Grove

Marc Grove
Derek Hall

Hans & Bernard from Anonymous
Dick, Stan, Rick Greer from Lori Blaker
Nick Bogator from Johanna Bogator
Tim Blanchard from Johanna Bogator
Wells Chapin from Michelle Butler
Bob Chapman from Barb Coleman
Gisele Duehring from James Duehring

Mark, Kevin, and Scott Ehler from Sandy Ehler

James H. Hein from Paul Hein

H.A. Bolton from James Jajich

Thomas Knuff from LaVonne Knuff
Tom Leone from Kathy Leone

Connie Mazzuchi from Daniel Mazzuchi

Paul Menhennick from Jackie Mehhennick

Lucas Piggot from Sarah Piggot
Lev Rooks Rapport from Karlyn Rapport
Joes Rooks Rapport from Karlyn Rapport

John & Joseph M. Seymour from Karlyn Rapport

John Stassek from Air & Rob Stassek

William & Rob Sullivan from Mary Sullivan

Gregg H. Seiple from Babette Welch
Robert E. Shanahan from Carolyn Wheat
Stephen R. Wissler from Deborah Wissler

Women’s Center

Daniel Hardie & Paula
Paszke-Hardie
Norman Hefke
Alfred Hendra
Pam & Jay Hillier
Gary Horwood
Neil Jandron

Bob Jensen

Rich Johnson
Dan Kill

Kent Koehn

Tim Larson
Russell Magnaghi
Joseph Maino
Frederick Margrif

John Marshall
Kathy & Fred Maynard
Jerome Maynard

Janet & Frank Mihelich

Bruce Miller
Doug Miller
Mary Moe
Roger Moore

Gary & Mary Ann Moran

Paul Nardi
Charles E. Nebal
Charles Pemble
Andrew Plocher
Deborah Potts
Dennis Roubal

In Memory of:
Clark Lambros from Michelle Butler
Edward L. Buys from Joe Buys
Veronica Cadeau Fasana from Lou Chappell
Thomas Cappuccio from Carol Cappuccio
Dorothy Lewis Keller from Dan Carpenter
Kathy & Bill Davis from Beth Casady

Bobbie Christensen from Larry Christensen

Bill Greer from Cathy Greer Cole & Fred Cole
Rod Aldrich from Kathleen Conover

Bob & Phyllis Eiseman from Rick Eiseman

Kitty Fisher from Robert M. Fisher

Richard L. Greer Sr. from Stan Greer

Carl Hammerstrom from Lynne Hammerstrom
Milosav Jajich from Jim Jajich
ARJ from Margaret Jensen
Randolph Kivisto from Esther Kivisto
Marilyn Klahn from Joel Klahn
Judy Kruger from Greg Kruger
Ernie Laloie from Jim Laloie
Madonna Couglin Marsden from Michael Marsden
Kathy Davis from Don Snitgen
Robert Welker Jr. from Bob Welker 111

Rod Aldrich from The Women’s Center Board of Directors

Dennis Smith

Don Snowdon
Milton D. Soderberg
John Sonderegger
Danny Stegner
Bob Stephenson
Steven Syrja
Steven R. Syrja
Jim Thompson
Bob Toutant
Chris Wattson
John Weisser
Scott White



Women's Center
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Harbor H Abigail Kaufmann Wyche, President,
ARt e Ll Department Head for Social Work, NMU

. . John Centko, Vice President, Department Head
V‘m for Technology & Occupational Sciences, NMU

Dennis Roubal, Treasurer, Financial Planner

O Toilet paper

JoAnne Garrow, MSW, Secretary, Mental Health
[l Paper Towels Therapist, Child and Adolescent Health Center
for Marquette Area Public Schools.

O ?aper napkms Lucy Grove, Vice President HR, Range Bank

[ Dish soap/dishwasher detergent Marlene Mottes, Alger County Resident
[0 Basic cleaning supplies Greg Eckert, Mason, ret.
Mary Moe, Store Operations Manager,
LI Trash can bags - 13 gallon Marquette Food Coop
I Fragrance—free \aundq dr1er sheets Wendy Rautio, Sr. President, Plant Accountant,
UPPCO
LI cleaning/Clorox wipes
' STAFF:
L] Tissues R
Beth Casady, MPA, Executive Director
01 Baby wipes Gail Rinaldi, Finance Manager

Hannah Holma, LLMSW, Program Director
Darcie Forslund, SA Program Coordinator
O o d1 wash Kim Kruhlik, LLMSW, DV Program Coordinator

00 Shampoo and conditioner

Newsletter printed and mailed
thanks to a generous Donor

VOLUNTEERS

Gail Albright Miranda Gohlke Charmaine Martin Lea Rudzena

Kaitlyn Bateni Joni Hendrickson Tina McCorkle Dana Sadler
Lauren Blosser Emmalee Houle Pam Miller Sarah Schad
Lynn Bucklin-Brown Jodi Jackson Meagan Morrison Michelle Shelly
Lynn DeRoche Keena Jonas Rachel Phillips Kimberly Smearman
Sharon Ely Becky Kolbus Debbie Potts Amy Vanderberg
Sydney Garlitz Kathryn Lakanen Kendra Reed Theresa Wolter
Alyssa Gray Keena Jonas Brody Rosten Victoria Wus
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NON-PROFIT ORG
Women’s Center US. POSTAGE
1310 S. Front Street, PAID
Marquette, MI 49855 ROURTTE
906-225-1346 49855
24/7 Toll Free Support Line: 1-800-455-6611 Upper Peninsulo

Website: www.wemgqt.org 2 , '

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Womens-Center-Inc
PakRatz Gcl Cnnnected. Get Answers,

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Pak-Ratz-Resale
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WOMEN’S HARBOR ’
‘ Center House \| i/
SERVING MARQUETTE & ALGER COUNTIES
WOMEN’S CENTER ALGER OFFICE GWINN OFFICE ISHPEMING
1310 S. Front Street Munising Central K.1. Sawyer Heritage OFFICE
Marquette, MI 49855 fg@ﬁgg}l)ﬁ gfr"etg[ Air Museum Gossard Building
Office Hours: ' Munising, MI 49862 403 3rd Street 408 Cleyeland Ave
9:00-5:00pm Mon-Fri Office Hours: KI Sawyer MI 49841 Ishpeming MI
906.225.1346 9:00-5:00pm Mon-Fri 906.346.2022 49849
906.387.4554 :
HARBOR HOUSE 006 250 220 906.869.4549 Office Hours
=Y. or 1-800-455-6611 9:00-5:00pm
Open 24 hours/day or 1-800-455-6611 Mon-Fri

24/7 Support Line:
906.226.6611 or
1-800.455.661

906-204-2749
or 1-800-455-6611
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